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Throughout this pandemic, Oregon has had among the lowest COVID-19 case rates, 
hospitalizations, and deaths in the nation. I credit that in large part to the actions of Oregonians 
to take seriously the health and safety measures we’ve put in place. My decisions have been 
guided by the science and data on COVID-19, and I have acted when we have had the 
opportunity to save lives. 
 
We are in the midst of our fourth surge of COVID-19.  In the last two weeks, Oregon’s case rate 
has increased faster than in any other state in the nation.  In the last year, we have learned what 
follows when cases increase: hospitalizations and deaths.  We also can see firsthand a cautionary 
tale in other states, like Michigan, that are experiencing the COVID-19 surge — children are on 
ventilators, and people are dying. 
 
We have an extremely small window of time to act and prevent our doctors, nurses, and hospitals 
from being overwhelmed with severe COVID-19 cases.  If that were to happen, some 
Oregonians could be denied life-saving care, leading to deaths that we know we can prevent by 
acting now. 
 
Moving any county into Extreme Risk was not a decision I made lightly.  That’s one reason I 
updated state metrics to require that hospital capacity be at risk across the entire state prior to 
reimposing the Extreme Risk rules.  
 
I was presented with data showing two paths Oregon could take: one in which we took no action, 
or one that required a temporary tightening of restrictions for certain counties but could save 
roughly 180 Oregonian lives and prevent as many as 450 hospitalizations over the next three 
weeks.  Which path would you choose? 
 
As Governor, I chose to save lives — and save Oregon families from the pain and heartbreak too 
many have already endured at the hands of this virus — and to ensure that any of us who could 
unexpectedly need hospital care don’t face the chance of being turned away.  But I also 
recognize how incredibly difficult this can be for business owners and working families in the 
counties under Extreme Risk.  
 
This can be both the right decision, and incredibly hard. 
 
I worked with the legislature to secure $20 million in urgent relief funding for Oregon businesses 
impacted by Extreme Risk.  This is real financial assistance for businesses. For example, a 
restaurant without outdoor seating that would need to limit business to take-out only can receive 
a flat dollar amount to make up for lost revenue.



 

 

 

 

 
 
I encourage you to direct your full energy toward helping your employees, neighbors, family, 
and colleagues get vaccinated if they haven’t done so yet.  We are working hard to reach all 
communities with vaccines, especially those that this pandemic has hit hardest.  We have more 
work to do.  Too many Oregonians are still not protected against COVID-19, and vaccinations 
are the best way to protect one another and lift the restrictions this pandemic has forced upon us.  
Right now, there are appointments available statewide.  
 
The same scientific modeling that predicted increased deaths and hospitalizations if we didn’t 
enter Extreme Risk also shows that over the course of the next 2-3 weeks, based on current 
vaccination rates, we can get ahead of these variants and prevent growth of this virus.  This will 
allow our businesses to resume and put us back on the path to fully reopening our economy by 
the start of summer — which is my goal and intent. 
 
This was not an easy decision, but it absolutely was the right one.  I am counting on Oregonians, 
and leaders like you, to stand together for this short period of time to help our fellow Oregonians 
who may have otherwise ended up in the hospital, or worse.  
 
Oregon is a special place filled with thoughtful people who genuinely care about their neighbors, 
loved ones, and communities.  It’s part of the reason why we’ve fared better than almost every 
other state in the country throughout this pandemic.  And it’s why I know that we can pull 
through this final act and look toward brighter days in the very near future where we can move 
Oregon forward post-pandemic. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Governor Kate Brown 
 


