
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

TO:   Residents of Deschutes County  

FROM:  John Hummel, Deschutes County District Attorney  

DATE:  January 15, 2021 

RE:   Law Enforcement Use of Force Incident on December 16, 2020 

 
INTRODUCTION 

On December 16, 2020 at approximately 7:45 A.M., Deschutes County Sheriff’s Deputy Mike Mangin 
intentionally shot his handgun at 47-year-old Bend resident Steven Eugene Newburg.  Mr. Newberg was 
struck in his left shoulder area by the round.  Deputy Mangin’s decision to shoot his gun was legally 
justified. 

FACTS 

On December 15, 2020 at approximately 7:45 AM, Deputy Mangin spoke with officers from the United 
States Marshal Service who were looking for Steven Newburg.  The Marshal officers informed Mangin that 
Newburg had an outstanding parole violation warrant for the crime of kidnapping with intent to sexually 
abuse a minor.  Deschutes County Sheriff’s Deputy Clint Baltzor then joined Deputy Mangin and the 
Marshal officers on a search for Newburg. 

The first stop on the search was a house in Alfalfa where Newburg was thought to be residing.  When the 
Deputies and U.S. Marshals arrived, Newburg ran out the back door of the house and fled.  Deputy Baltzor 
gave chase, yelling “Stop police! You’re under arrest!”  Mr. Newburg looked back at Deputy Baltzor, but 
continued to run. 

Deputies Baltzor and Mangin then conducted a six-hour search with a k-9 that covered 12 miles, to no avail.  
Baltzor and Mangin then handed the search off to another team.  Before going off duty, Deputy Baltzor 
spoke to an associate of Mr. Newburg who told him that Mr. Newburg had previously threated suicide by 
cop, always carries a knife, and would not go back to prison.  Deputy Baltzor then updated the Be on the 
Lookout (BOLO) entry in the law enforcement database with this new information, and went off duty. 

The next morning, Deputies Baltzor and Mangin started work at 6:00 AM and continued their search for Mr. 
Newburg.  They were joined this day by Deschutes County Sheriff’s Deputy Chris Barringer. They drove out 
to an area where they had information Mr. Newburg often camped.  In addition to their duty firearms, they 
were carrying less lethal weapon options in case they encountered him.    
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While walking on BLM land west of Bend Road near Alfalfa, Deputy Mangin spotted a man meeting Mr. 
Newburg’s description (indeed, it was him).  The deputies then started tracking him.  As they closed in on 
Mr. Newburg from behind him it appeared to the deputies that he did not know they were there.  When they 
got within approximately twenty feet of him Deputy Mangin yelled: “Steven Newburg, you’re under arrest!  
Stop!”   

Deputy Baltzor had his 40mm less lethal launcher in his hand.  Mr. Newburg responded to Deputy Mangin’s 
command by flipping open the right side of his jacket and grabbing his right hip.  Deputy Baltzor, fearing 
that Newburg was reaching for a gun, responded by starting to put away his less lethal weapon and grab his 
gun.  But then Deputy Baltzor saw Mr. Newburg pull out a knife instead of a gun, and start to walk away.  
Deputy Baltzor then decided to keep out his less lethal weapon and shoot Mr. Newburg with it to eliminate 
the threat of the knife while preserving Mr. Newburg’s life.   

After taking a few steps away from the deputies, and before Deputy Baltzor fired a less lethal round, Mr. 
Newburg extended the knife in his right hand, made a quick turn toward Deputy Mangin who was yelling 
commands, and took a step toward Deputy Mangin with his right foot.  At the time Mr. Newburg took this 
step toward Deputy Mangin, he was approximately 15-20 feet away.  Deputy Mangin then shot Mr. Newburg 
one time and Deputy Baltzor discharged a less lethal round.  Deputy Mangin’s round struck Mr. Newburg in 
the front of his left trapezius, and excited out the back.1 

Mr. Newburg then held his knife to his throat, telling the deputies to shoot him because he didn’t want to go 
back to prison.  Mr. Newburg started walking away, then again put the blade of his knife to his throat, this 
time pressing it hard against his throat, while yelling that the deputies would have to shoot. 

Deputy Baltzor then fired two Taser rounds, but they were ineffective because one of the rounds struck Mr. 
Newburg in his backpack.   

Deputy Mangin then sent his K-9 dog to subdue Newburg, but the dog failed to complete the mission.   

Mr. Newburg continued screaming at the deputies to shoot him.  Deputy Baltzor then began negotiating with 
him.  Deputy Baltzor told Mr. Newburg that they did not want to shoot him.  Newburg asked if he could 
smoke a cigarette – the deputies allowed him to remove his tobacco from his bag and pack a cigarette and 
smoke it. 

Mr. Newburg asked for water; the deputies threw him a bottle.   

Bend Police Department Sergeant Tommy Russell and Officer Jacob Koehler arrived and started video 
recording the incident. 

Mr. Newburg was sitting down with his knife on the ground in front of him.  Deputy Baltzor then retrieved a 
medical kit and threw three gauze packs to Newburg, intentionally throwing two out of reach of Mr. 
Newburg, with the goal of requiring Mr. Newburg to have to move to retrieve them (this plan was developed 

                                                 
1 Mr. Newburg states he was shot in his back.  Dr. Sean Hurst, the Oregon Medical Examiner, reviewed photos of the wounds 
on Mr. Newburg’s body and concluded that the wound on the front of the trapezius is an entry wound, and the wound on the 
back is an exit wound. 
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by Deputy Baltzor and Sgt. Russell).  When Mr. Newburg started to move, leaving his knife behind, Sgt. 
Russell and Deputy Baltzor charged him, tackled him, and took him into custody.  After being tackled, Mr. 
Newburg told the officers that he was just looking for a way to kill himself. He also thanked them for the job 
they do. 

Deputy Baltzor and Sgt. Russell provided medical treatment to Mr. Newburg by applying gauze to his wound 
and wrapping it.  Mr. Newburg was then walked out to the road and handed him off to waiting medics. 

Deputy Mangin, through his union representative, refused to provide investigators with blood and urine 
samples.2   

LEGAL ANALYSIS 

There is no question that Deputy Mangin shot Steven Newburg.  The only question is whether Deputy 
Mangin was justified in doing so.  In other words, to find that Deputy Mangin unlawfully assaulted Mr. 
Newburg, the state would have to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that he was not justified in his use of 
deadly physical force. ORS 161.055; State v. Waller, 22 Or App 299 (1975).  

Oregon’s Self-Defense Law 
Oregon Revised Statutes 161.209 and 161.219 constitute Oregon’s law regarding the use of deadly physical 
force against another person. This law applies equally to law enforcement and the public. These statutes 
authorize a person to use physical force against a person: “[F]or self-defense or to defend a third person from 
what the person reasonably believes to be the use or imminent use of unlawful physical force, and the person 
may use a degree of force which the person reasonably believes to be necessary for the purpose.”   

These statutes restrict the use of deadly physical force against another person to situations where the person 
is: “committing or attempting to commit a felony involving the use or threatened imminent use of physical 
force against a person; or * * * using or about to use unlawful deadly physical force against a person.” 

Deputy Mangin states that he discharged his gun to stop Mr. Newburg from stabbing him.  Deputy Baltzor 
states that he discharged his less lethal weapon for the same reason, and if he had his gun out when Mr. 
Newburg stepped toward Deputy Mangin with the knife extended, he would have shot him with his gun.  
Their statements were credible, consistent, and I find them to be true.   

At the time Deputy Mangin shot Mr. Newburg, Mr. Newburg was 15-20 feet away from him; Deputy 
Mangin was standing on uneven terrain with rocks, roots, and small bushes afoot; and Mr. Newburg 
made a quick move toward him with a knife in his hand and with his arm and the knife extended directly 
toward Deputy Mangin.     
 

                                                 
2 I’m unaware of evidence that Deputy Mangin was impaired at the time of this shooting.  If I had such evidence, I would 
have requested a search warrant ordering a compelled blood draw.  Law enforcement union contracts should mandate that 
officers who use force against a person provide blood and urine samples when requested by investigators.   
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Based on all the available evidence, Deputy Mangin’s belief that that Mr. Newburg was about to use deadly 
physical force against him was objectively reasonable. Because of this, Deputy Mangin’s decision to use 
deadly physical force against Mr. Newburg was authorized by Oregon’s self-defense law.   

LEGAL CHARGES 

Soon I will present evidence to a Deschutes County Grand Jury and request that the return an Indictment 
charging Mr. Newburg with numerous crimes related to this incident.  If he’s charged, he will be presumed 
innocent, and will be innocent, unless and until the State proves his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.   

CONCLUSION 

The best news about this incident is that Mr. Newburg made a full recovery from the relatively minor injury 
he sustained from the bullet wound, and no officers were injured.   

The restraint and compassion shown by Deputies Mangin, Baltzor, and Barringer was striking and 
commendable.  Deputy Mangin fired his gun because he needed to do so to protect his life, yet he only fired 
one round, because one round stopped the threat.  Deputy Mangin deployed his K-9 to attempt to end this 
incident without further gun shots.  Deputy Baltzor looked for every opportunity to end this incident without 
additional gun shots.   

Deputy Baltzor and Sgt. Russell’s creative use of the medical gauze toss followed by a tackle of Mr. 
Newburg was used because they cared about Mr. Newburg.  If Deputy Baltzor and Sgt. Russell only cared 
about themselves and their colleagues, they would have looked for an opportunity to shoot Mr. Newburg.  
Because they cared about Mr. Newburg, they exposed themselves to danger by charging Mr. Newburg and 
tackling him.  Deputy Baltzor and Sgt. Russell’s compassion, training, and execution shone on this day.          

The Tri-County Major Incident Team, with the Oregon State Police as the lead agency on this case, and OSP 
Detective James Koehler serving as case agent, conducted a thorough and professional investigation and 
provided me all the evidence I required to conduct my legal analysis. The Redmond Police Department, 
Oregon State Police Forensic Laboratory, Crook County Sheriff’s Office, Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office, 
and Prineville Police Department assisted with this investigation.  

Chief Deputy District Attorney Stephen Gunnels assisted me in my review and his experience and insight 
were invaluable.  

Please contact me if you have questions about my decision. 


